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The Permanent Committee on Spatial Data Infrastructure for the Americas -PC IDEA was established pursuant to Resolution 3 of the Sixth United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for the Americas, held in New York in 1997. After a process of consolidation, an agreement was signed by 21 American countries on February 29, 2000 in Bogotá, Colombia, during the Pan American Seminar on National Spatial Data Infrastructure. Nowadays PC IDEA counts with 24 country members as follows: Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, The United States, Uruguay and Venezuela.

The goals of the Permanent Committee are comprised within the principles of the 21st Agenda of the United Nations Conference on the Environment and Development in order to maximize the economic, social and environmental benefits derived from the use of geospatial information.

The Permanent Committee shall endeavor to achieve the following objectives:

· Establish and coordinate policies and technical rules for the development of the regional geospatial data infrastructure  for  the  Americas;

· Promote the establishment and development of the national geospatial data infrastructures of each member;

· Encourage the exchange of geospatial data  among all the  members  of  the community of the Americas, respecting their autonomy, pursuant to their national laws and policies;

· Promote the cooperation, research, complementation, and exchange of experiences in fields related to the geospatial discipline;

· Define guidelines and strategies to include cadastral information in the geospatial data infrastructure for the Americas.

In order to carry out the commitments, various Working Groups have been set up to deal with: Legal and Economic matters, Communications to promote development of the SDI, and Technical Matters.  The priority technical matters PC IDEA is facing, are: Inter-institutional Policies and Agreements, Fundamental Data, Geographic information standards, Clearinghouses, Cadastral, Geographical Names and Capacity Building. 

After the first Meeting in Bogotá, PC IDEA has organized two committee meetings more. The 2ª Meeting took place along with the 7ª United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for the Americas on January 25, 2001 and the 3ª Meeting was held along with the 5ª Global Spatial Data Infrastructure Conference in Cartagena, Colombia, on May 21, 2001.

The Committee shall promote the participation of all countries from the continent in the development of a Regional Infrastructure, as well as the establishment of Sub-regional Committees to stimulate the development of permanent data bases in the subordinate regions of North America, Central America, the Caribbean, and South America.

PC IDEA work is based on respect for cultural and political differences and the specific conditions facing each country. The possibility to establish sub regional committees under the PC IDEA umbrella also facilitates consensus. There are two sub regional committees conformed so far: for the Caribbean Islands and for Central American nations.

The Central American SDI Sub-regional Committee was formalized  during the 3rd meeting of the Permanent Committee for Spatial Data Infrastructure for the Americas. The IGN Directors agreed to several resolutions, including leading the development of national spatial data infrastructure in their respective countries, rousing support for national inter-institutional NSDI committees, dedicating at least one staff member to NSDI coordination, and developing an NSDI website in each country. After this commitment, Panama, Honduras, Guatemala, Nicaragua and Costa Rica have created their NSDI.

As a consolidating initiative, PC IDEA is taking advantage from other regional and national SDI advanced initiatives around the world.  The experience from PCGIAP, EUROGI and several NSDI worldwide is offering real lessons learned to developing countries in the Americas.

PC IDEA has implemented two regional surveys by the International Center on Tropical Agriculture CIAT through its Project PROCIG (www.procig.org.co) and by the Agustin Codazzi Geographic Institute of Colombia IGAC (www.igac.gov.co). These activities have been an excellent opportunity to identify key players in the community and to motivate them to join PC IDEA and its working groups.

Activities in coordination with other international organizations:

· PCGIAP: At the 7th PCGIAP Meeting in Tsukuba, Japan, a Memorandum of Understanding was proposed between PC GIAP and PC IDEA. The text of the Memorandum was read and approved, and the document was signed on May 24 as part of the GSDI5 Closing Session.

· GSDI-Rand Study: “Lessons for the Global Spatial Data Infrastructure: International Case Study Analysis”, 2001. PC IDEA initiative was documented in this study.

· ISO/TC211: PC IDEA obtained the Class A Liaison Status at the Plenary held in Bangkok, May 2002 and has a project to elaborate the framework data model sponsored by PAIGH.

· ICA: The International Cartographic Association included in its book on Metadata Standards a Chapter on The Metadata Standards Development Activities in Central America, The Caribbean, and South America, written by Cuban and Colombian PC IDEA members (2002).

· FIG: Resulting from a resolution of the UNRCCA conference held in New York in January 2001, FIG, UN, PC IDEA and INEGI undertook the mission to organize a Workshop: “Building land information policies”,  Aguascalientes, Mexico, August 2003

PC IDEA 4th Meeting

The 4th PC IDEA Meeting will be held in Caracas, Venezuela on May 2003. The agenda will include organizational and technical issues to elect new Board, focus working groups under defined priorities, develop join projects with other international organizations and discuss the implementation of standards and clearinghouses.
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