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The contribution of global, regional and national organizations is fundamental for the results so far obtained with Global Map Phase 1 and will be vital for Phase 2. 

Culminating a three years process, with important contributions made by Pan-American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH), Directorate of National Mapping Institutions in South America, Spain and Portugal (DIGSA), and Inter-American Geospatial Data Network Initiative (IGDN), and cooperation from various nations, PC-IDEA is now fully operational with a stated vision, meeting schedule, and working groups. To the date, the Committee is compound by 21 nations, representing North, Central, South America and the Caribbean Islands
. Following the experience of other initiatives and similar regional organizations, PC-IDEA, from initially three working groups is actually integrated by six: (i) Technical, (ii) Legal and economic affairs (iii) Communications and SDI awareness, (iv) Cadastre, (v) Geographical Names, and (vi) Institutional Capacity Building.


Together with the 7th United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for the Americas (New York, 2001), the 2nd PC-IDEA meeting took place, with representation of Mr. Minoru Akiyama, Secretary General of the International Steering Committee for Global Mapping ISCGM. A set of recommendations was promoted related with Institutional Capacity Building (Resolution 2), Fundamental data (Resolution 4), Contribution of PC-IDEA (Resolution 6), Implementation of NSDI in the Americas (Resolution 7) and Global Map (Resolution 8)
. 


The above mentioned Resolution 6 on “Contribution of PC-IDEA” recommends the Committee to develop and implement a work-plan, through establishment of formal liaisons with the appropriate regional and global initiatives and organizations, e. g. UN Geographic Information Working Group, ISCGM, ISO/TC 211; the optimization of the network of experts in the region; and the adoption of SDI terminology to the Spanish language; whilst Resolution 7, recommends in relation with NSDI that member States  share experiences and address common needs and interests within the Americas and with other regions of the world, through PC-IDEA.2.  

PC-IDEA expects to significantly stimulate the production and use of  data sets, is the case of GM, by regional organizations and decision-making entities. More importantly, PC-IDEA can contribute to increase the level of participation in GM. In times of information infrastructures development, needs to reduce duplication and other cost efficiency considerations, at PC-IDEA there is understanding about the relevance of data sets such us GM products, which are accessible, documented, well structured and reliable.

Resolution 6 on “Global Map”, recognizing its contribution to the development of PC-IDEA, the GSDI work plan, the UN Geographic Data Base and other SDI initiatives as vital for sustainable development and natural disasters mitigation, recommends to member states not contributing to Global Map project, to consider participation with the assistance of International Steering Committee for Global Mapping (ISCGM) and PC-IDEA3.
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